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Overview
A summary of the history of the Glasgow Foundry Boys’ Religious Society, Wellington
Palace Branch is available on our sister website, Glasgow’s Literary Bonds (see
‘Additional Notes’ below).
This magazine is printed in double columns and laid out in newspaper format. It is
written in the same hand throughout. It was produced by a large Christian workers’
association and articles have a strong focus on Christian self-improvement, education,
temperance and morality for the young (see below). The magazine is anomalous as
although it is a society magazine, it was part of a much larger enterprise and is not
clearly part of a collective or shared initiative. A cost of one half-penny is listed and
the magazine includes paid advertisements, suggesting that it was in part a

commercial enterprise.
There were only twelve (lithographed?) issues of this monthly magazine ever
produced, and these are bound together in one hardcover volume. The, apparently,
enthusiastic members of the Wellington Branch of the Foundry Boys’ Religious Society
started the periodical as they felt ‘the want of some proper medium for the expression
by the Workers of the numberless suggestions and hints that spring up within them
and clamour for utterance’, suggestions which were not being brought properly to
attention at the Council meetings held by the larger parent organisation
(‘Introductory’, The Foundry Boy, No. 1, January 1886, p. 1).
The magazine was non-sectarian, being aimed more broadly at Christian readers, and
it reported on the various aspects of the branch’s work, along with the meetings,
activities and events held in local branches across Glasgow, which, presumably, did
not have their own magazines. Each issue is eight pages and cost one halfpenny, but
by July 1886, this was increased to one penny. Contributions are almost entirely
anonymous but a few are signed with the author’s name (usually a minister) or a penname.
Copies were available either by post or at the Christian Institute and at various local
booksellers. (For more information about the Christian Institute, see ‘Christian
Institute‘ on The Glasgow Story website.) In addition, issues could be had at selected
booksellers in Paisley, Greenock, Kilmarnock, Rothesay, Coatbridge, Edinburgh and
Dundee (‘The Foundry Boy’, ‘To Subscribers’, The Foundry Boy, No. 7, July 1886, p. 3).
Presumably, the subscriptions did not cover the costs of production, as advertisements
can be found amongst the articles and particularly on the last two pages of each issue.
The final issue of the magazine appeared in December 1886, when the Editor/s
announced its discontinuation for reasons that are left ambiguous.
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